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i. Background
The Joint Water Framework Directive / EU Water Initiative process (JP) aims at developing synergies between the two mechanisms to facilitate the implementation of sound water policies. 
Six working groups have been set-up in the framework of the phase I (2004-2006) and II (2007-2009) of the Med Joint Process: 

1.
Groundwater management 

2.
Water Scarcity and Drought
3.
Linking rural development with water management
4.
Waste water reuse
5.
Shared water resources management
6.
Water monitoring networks and programmes
The working group on “Monitoring networks and programmes” is the most recent. Its mandate was validated by the Euromed water directors in December 2007. The first objective aims at having a better understanding of the situation in the Mediterranean Partner Countries (MPC) in order to identify the main priorities for improving the water monitoring systems.
The reasons for organising a “water monitoring” working group by EMWIS were twofold:

· In 2005 EMWIS conducted a survey on the value of some concepts of the European Union (EU) Water Framework Directive (WFD) for Mediterranean partner countries (MPC). Water Directors as well as basin organisations were surveyed. The two first concepts of interest are the characterization of basins and the monitoring activities. This underlines strong willingness and needs in terms of acquiring a better knowledge on river basins within MPC. That preliminary step is crucial before ongoing the works of planning. Generally, this survey shows a lack of awareness on WFD by MPC, but also a strong interest on the follow up of its implementation in EU Member States;

· The feasibility studies on the enhancement of National Water Information Systems, carried out in 2005 have shown that the water data collection is often a difficulty to get efficient systems. Such systems are the cornerstone for the potential development of a regional water observatory mechanism.

ii. Introduction 

In most of South Mediterranean countries, due to scarce water resources, priority has always been given to the management of water quantities (availability and demand) rather than on water quality. Therefore monitoring networks and historical data banking are poorly developed on quality issues. The increasing pressures due to rapid population expansion, economic development and climate change are resulting in an over-exploitation of existing resources, and a significant increase of surface and ground water pollutions. Nowadays, the degradation of water quality in South Med countries results in less water resources exploitable at an affordable cost, an increase in water related diseases, decrease of agriculture productivity (e.g. soil degradation) and a degradation of the environment.

The analysis of current water quality monitoring networks and programmes in the MPC shows the following major challenges:

a. Lack of coordination in water quality monitoring and overlap of competencies resulting in difficulties to establish national overviews, quality checks, networks optimisations, data banking and data comparisons
b. Very limited dissemination of information collected and lack of citizen awareness on risks and water quality preservation
c. Lack of economical analyse to support decision making in designing water quality management plans
d. Need to carried out basin characterisation and management plan to optimise monitoring networks

e. Need for modelling and simulation tools to support water quality management
f. Need for common definitions and harmonisation on water quality standards. 
g. Considering water quality in transboundary water resources negotiation and agreements. 
The draft Strategy for Water in the Mediterranean (SWM) aims under this topic to: 
· Ensure good quality public water services that provide access to adequate and affordable water supply and sanitation, in particular for the poor, by maintaining the existing and building additional drinking water and sanitation infrastructures, fulfilling public health considerations and preventing further deterioration of water resources quality among other needs; 
· Reduce and prevent water pollution, expand the scope of water protection and avoid overexploitation of water resources, by aiming all countries to reach, in the medium term, a good status for all waters based on a comprehensive monitoring system for water quality and quantity, as well as for ecosystems and biodiversity status. In addition, control the use of fertilisers and pesticides to appropriate and recommended standards.

The next phase of the Med Joint Process will contribute to the Action Plan for the implementation of the SWM. 
iii. Objectives and key subjects
The overall objective of the Working Group is to promote exchange between EU and non EU partners of the Mediterranean region and to identify good practices for the improvement of water quality monitoring networks based on the existing situation and experiences colleted within the WFD-implementation process and in the Mediterranean Partner Countries. The focus of the activity is on surface and ground water monitoring, while coastal waters will also be part of the activity, in case it is linked to inland water management & monitoring.
In order to achieve these aims the following general actions would be undertaken:

· Step 1: Finalise the Mediterranean state of play on water quality monitoring networks and programmes
· Step 2: Launch pilot actions to demonstrate and validate the transfer of know-how related to the working group recommendations in specific South Mediterranean river basins
· Step 4: Production of reports on the pilot river basins.
· Step 5: Identification and analysis of best practices and “success stories” to provide recommendations for the SWM Action Plan.
The activity is targeted to the EU Member States and the Partner Countries covered by the MED EUWI, the European Commission and stakeholder groups.
On content, the WFD monitoring requirements implementation provides useful insights on the following aspects of monitoring:

Technical : Dealing with issues of representativeness, frequency, types of parameters, assessment of trends; what new technologies are available and to be used for which objective (investigative, operational, surveillance monitoring, monitoring of protected areas)?;

Organisational : how to analyze and improve an already existing monitoring network, how to develop a strategic, cost-effective approach to improving monitoring networks (choosing representative monitoring points, frequency etc.); how to integrate monitoring information into the design of River Basin Management Plans;

Financial: what are cost-effective solutions when improving monitoring, both through low-cost technical solutions, designing « fit-to purpose » networks.

It is crucial to have strong links with the capacity building activities carried out at the regional and national level to reinforce water data management in order to ensure coherent data banking on water quality. This is ensured through EMWIS activities carried out with Med countries on a Mediterranean Water Observation Mechanism and its support to build National Water Information Systems (NWIS) compatible with WISE –Water Information System for Europe- in view of preparing a future Mediterranean Share Environmental Information System –SEIS-. 

iv. Organisation 

The activity is currently led by EMWIS, while additionally other Med countries (e.g one Med EU Member State and one MPC) for sharing the lead task are sought.
Membership of the Working Group targets to representatives from the EU Member States, MEDA and Balkan countries, International Organisations and stakeholders.
Participation in the Working Group is based on active contribution of the membership to its works.
The activity is linked to the:
· WFD-CIS working group on Groundwater and chemical monitoring (WG 3);
· “Groundwater Management” activity (MED EUWI Working Group on Groundwater) under the Mediterranean EUWI/WFD Joint Process.
In addition, the work conducted by EMWIS on Water Information Systems and by the EEA on the Med extension of SEIS will be closely coordinated with the work of this WG.
This WG is also reporting to the sub-group on monitoring of the Horizon 2020 initiative related to the depollution of the Mediterranean Sea.

Synergies will be also built with the Mediterranean Pilot Basin Network and its shared waters activities.
The working group will look for funding resources from EU regional programmes (ENPI-South) for its activities, especially for testing at local levels through pilot basins, where established water quality measurements networks are set
Webpage of the working group: http://www.semide.net/topics/watmon 
v. Expected outcomes and deliverables
The expected deliverables are: 
· Final report including the description of the current situation, best practices, recommendations
· Workshop summary reports
· Pilot basins reports in non EU countries
vi. Contact persons

For membership application and further information, please contact:
Eric MINO - EMWIS Technical Unit - Tel: +33 492 94 22 91 - Fax: +33 492 94 22 95

The latest version of the Working Group Members is available online.

vii. Timeframe
Final report on state of play
December 2010
Definition of pilot areas
2011
Final Report to EuroMed Water Directors 
2011
Annual meeting
end 2011
Testing recommendations in pilot areas
2011-2012

Report on pilot areas
end 2012
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