Notes of the meeting of the Mediterranean Groundwater WG (GW5)

Tuesday, 11 October 2005, Brussels (Avenue de Beaulieu 5)
Introduction

The meeting of the chapters’ coordinators of the report to be produced by the Mediterranean Groundwater WG (Drafting Group - GW5 of the WG C) was organised on 11 October 2005, in Brussels, on the occasion of the 8th WG C (Groundwater) Workshop, which took place the following day (12/10/2005).
Some members of the Med. Groundwater WG participated in the meeting in order to discuss, in particular:
· the progress and the next steps on the drafting of the different chapters of the Med Groundwater Document (final report),
· the preparation of the synthesis reports to be presented in the forthcoming Water Directors meetings,
· the development of the WG’s electronic page and forum, 

· the contribution to the WG C activities.
The detailed agenda of the meeting is presented in Annex I and the list of participants in Annex II.
Some of the key issues raised and discussed during the meeting can be summarised as follows:
Drafting of the Mediterranean Document on Groundwater

As regards the drafting of the Med. Document on Groundwater, the discussion can be summed up as follows:
· Current state of play
A Table (Annex III) that was prepared for the purpose of the meeting, summarising the state of play regarding the drafting of each chapter of the Med. Document on Groundwater, was presented and discussed. At present and according to this Table, first draft reports have already been compiled for 3 main chapters of the Med. Document on Groundwater and distributed to the members of the WG for comments and further inputs.
In parallel, several working documents have been prepared and circulated by many members of the WG, as contributions to the drafting of the different chapters of the Med. Document on Groundwater. All these documents are available in the web page of the WG.
· Way forward
As requested by the WG C coordinators, a first synthesis report on the progress of the drafting of the Med. Document on Groundwater will not be submitted to the EU Water Directors, during their meeting in London (28 & 29/11/05), as it was first agreed and highlighted in the Mandate of the WG. Instead, a first report on the work of the WG will be presented in the upcoming meeting of the Euro-Med Water Directors that will be organised on 24 & 25 November 2005, in Rome. All the participants agreed that this meeting provides a unique opportunity to present the first results and the progress of the Med. Groundwater WG, taking into account that the Euro-Med Water Directors are more relevant and familiar with the issues addressed by the WG and they could even give guidance and specific recommendations for the next steps. 
In this context, all the participants recognised that the efforts of all the contributors must be intensified with regard to the drafting of the different chapters of the Med. Document on Groundwater, especially this crucial period, in order concrete progress and results to be presented to the Euro-Med Water Directors.
A final report on the work of the Med. Groundwater WG (final version of the Med. Document on Groundwater) will be submitted to the EU Water Directors, during their meeting under the Austrian Presidency (June 2006). 
· Timetable

In view of the coming meeting of the Euro-Med Water Directors and considering the progress of the work achieved so far, it was agreed that the workplan of the WG for the coming months should be reviewed as follows:
· By 28/10/05: first draft reports for every main chapter prepared by the corresponding chapter coordinators. 

· 28/10/05 – 11/11/05: comments and inputs to the draft chapter reports by the contributors of each chapter.
· By 11/11/05: revised chapter reports submitted by the coordinators to the leaders of the WG.

· By 15/11/05: synthesis report available for comments by all the WG members.
The Mandate of the WG should be revised accordingly. The workplan for the period December 05 - June 06 remains as defined in the Mandate.
· Organisation of the work
Clarifications were provided on the role of the main contributors (chapter coordinators, co-drafters, example-case study providers) to the drafting of the Mediterranean Document on Groundwater. The chapter coordinators are responsible for preparing a first draft working document (which could include even just the structure of the corresponding chapter) and distributing it, asking for specific inputs and examples/case studies by the other chapter contributors. It was also clarified that the members of the WG could provide comments on the draft reports of every chapter (and not only to the chapter to which they have identified as contributors, according to the Mandate of the WG) of the Mediterranean Document on Groundwater.
Finally, it was agreed that each chapter of the Mediterranean Document on Groundwater should consist preferably of around 15-20 pages.
Development of the electronic page and forum
The Med Groundwater WG electronic page, hosted by the EMWIS web site, has been prepared and it is available at the following address:
http://www.emwis.org/GroundWaterHome.htm
This electronic page provides a platform for information and knowledge sharing and consists of a public and a private section. It was agreed that all the working documents/contributions should be available in the public section of the page, while the draft reports should be available for comments only in the private section, which is accessible only by the members of the WG.

The electronic forum of the WG is also available at the following address:

http://www.emwis.org/forum/forum.asp?FORUM_ID=37
In this e-forum every member can open a topic of discussion or express an opinion on issues related to groundwater management and the work carried out by the WG.
Next Meetings

It was agreed that a specific Workshop on groundwater resources management in the Mediterranean region should be organised by the WG in April 2006, when the compilation of the final report will be on progress. This Workshop could provide an ideal opportunity for discussing the content of the final report. Other meetings or specific sessions during general Workshops could also be organised before that.

Furthermore, the organisation of a general Workshop in a place of the the Mediterranean region that could combine a discussion and a review of the results of the first phase of the Joint Med EUWI/WFD Process and an evaluation of the progress achieved by the Mediterranean PRBs could be very important for ensuring and strengthening the synergies established between countries and water managers of the region. This Workshop could be organised at the beginning of the autumn of 2006 and could provide an ideal opportunity for identifying other pressing needs of the Med. Region and selecting relevant issues to be jointly addressed during the next phase of the Joint Med EUWI/WFD Process.
Contributions to WG C (Groundwater)

The Mediterranean Groundwater WG will provide comments and specific examples/case studies from the Med. region to the guidances on specific key issues (monitoring, protected area, direct/indirect inputs to groundwater) related to groundwater resources management, which are under preparation by the other Drafting Groups of the WG C. 

A template has been prepared and distributed to all the members of the WG C for reporting case studies on these specific key issues. This case study template is presented in Annex IV and it is also available in the private section of the WG’s web page. The members of the Med. Groundwater WG could submit to the WG C specific examples/case studies from the Mediterranean region, through this template. These specific case studies could also be included in the Med. Document on Groundwater.
Questionnaire on the Mediterranean aquifers 

A questionnaire on the quality and quantity of the Mediterranean aquifers, aiming at providing specific inputs and examples to be included in the Med. Document on Groundwater, was presented during the meeting. While a detailed description of the aquifers is not necessary at this stage, it was agreed that the distribution of such a questionnaire could be discussed during a next meeting of the WG. Specific information on the aquifers of the region could be provided, in the meantime, by the members of the WG, through the case study template prepared by the WG C (Annex IV). 
ANNEX I
GW5 (MEDITERRANEAN GROUNDWATER WG) MEETING
Tuesday, 11/10/05

Brussels, Avenue de Beaulieu 5 (Auderghem), Room 0/C

15:30 - 18:00

ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED

1. State of play: 
· progress on the drafting of the different chapters of the Med GW document

· contributions received so far for the drafting of the Med GW document

· development of the WG’s electronic forum and page

· Results from the 2 other WGs of the “Joint Med EUWI/WFD Process’’: WFD and Agriculture and Water Scarcity

2. Next steps:
· Organisation of the drafting of the different chapters of the Med GW document

· Preparation of the report to be submitted to the WDs meeting: priority issues to be addressed, etc.

· Questionnaire on information about the aquifers in the Mediterranean region (by Sevket Cokgor)
· Organisation of the next meetings
· New members of the WG
· Other issues
3. Plenary WG C meeting (12/10/05): comments on the guidances produced by the other Drafting Groups, issues to be jointly addressed during the meeting, etc.
4. Any other business
ANNEX II
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

	NAME
	ORGANISATION
	E-MAIL ADDRESS

	Khaled ABUZEID 

	Centre for Environment & Development for the Arab Region & Europe (CEDARE) 
	kabuzeid@cedare.org

	Ariane BLUM

	BRGM - France
	a.blum@brgm.fr

	Sevket COKGOR 

	Istanbul Technical University,

College of Civil Engineering,

Departments of Hydraulics

	cokgor@itu.edu.tr

	Sylvie DETOC    
                                
	European Commission
DG Environment, Unit D2
Water & Marine
	sylvie.detoc@cec.eu.int

	Manuel SAPIANO 

	Malta Resources Authority

Water Resources Directorate
	manuel.sapiano@mra.org.mt

	Spyros TASOGLOU   
                
	Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works,

Environmental Planning Division,

Water Section
	tasoglou@dpers.minenv.gr


	Elisa VARGAS

	Mediterranean Network of Basin Organisations (MENBO)

Jucar River Basin Authority

Planning Department

	elisa.vargas@chj.mma.es



ANNEX III

MEDITERRANEAN DOCUMENT ON GROUNDWATER  

AVAILABLE DOCUMENTS (11/10/05)

	CHAPTER
	COORDINATOR
	LATEST DRAFT
	AVAILABLE DOCUMENTS 
	CASE STUDIES

	Introduction
	Mohammed BLINDA, Jean MARGAT                (Plan Bleu)
	First draft             (in French)
	· Groundwater resources in Jordan (by Nizar AL HASALAH) 

· GW resources management in Egypt in the concept of IWRM (by Fatma ATTIA)

· Pressures and Impacts on the GW resources of the Med. Region (comments by Idriss Hassani)
	

	Chapter I: Over-exploitation of GW resources
	Teodoro ESTRELA, Elisa VARGAS (MENBO)
	First draft
	· Pressures and Impacts on the GW resources of the Med. Region (comments by Idriss Hassani)
	· Valuation of the quantitative state of GW, Ebro river basin, Spain (by Victor ARQUED)

· Segura river basin, Spain (by Mario URREA)

	Chapter II: Deterioration in GW quality (saline water intrusion & chemical pollution)
	Sevket COKGOR (Turkey)
	
	· Groundwater resources in Jordan (by Nizar AL HASALAH) 

· Economic assessment of  GW protection  (by Eduard INTERWIES)

· Pressures and Impacts on the GW resources of the Med. Region (comments by Idriss Hassani)
	· Pollution potential of he Shallow Aquifer in Wadi Dhuleil Basin, Jordan (by Nizar AL HASALAH)

· Segura river basin, Spain (by Mario URREA)

	Chapter III: Monitoring and data management
	Spyros TASOGLOU (Greece)
	First draft
	 
	· Pollution potential of he Shallow Aquifer in Wadi Dhuleil Basin, Jordan ( by Nizar AL HASALAH) 

· Valuation of the quantitative state of GW, Ebro river basin, Spain (by Victor ARQUED)

	Chapter IV: International cooperation
	Khaled ABUZEID (CEDARE)
	
	· International shared aquifer resources management: overview and recent developments, UNESCO Project (by Jacques GANOULIS)  
	

	Chapter V: Institutional aspects
	Sylvie DETOC (EC)
	
	· Economic assessment of GW protection (by Eduard INTERWIES) 

· Rules concerning the protection of the water catchmens designed for the human consumption in the Maghreb countries (by Idriss HASSANI)
	

	Conclusions – Lessons to learn
	Spyros TASOGLOU (Greece)
	
	 
	

	Appendix I: list of on-going regional and national processes …
	INWEB, EMWIS, GWP, etc.
	
	· International shared aquifer resources management: overview and recent developments, UNESCO Project (by Jacques GANOULIS)
	


ANNEX IV
The case study template is available in the private section of the web page of the Mediterranean Groundwater WG:
http://www.emwis.org/GroundWaterHome.htm
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