MODUS OPERANDI of the Mediterranean Water Scarcity Working Group

of the Med Joint WFD/EUWI process

The group in charge of Water Scarcity in the Mediterranean area was set up in Sept. 2004 in Brindisi
. 
This group will be strongly interfaced with the Drafting Group set up by the Water Directors in the Framework of the 2005-2006 work programme of the Common Implementation Strategy (CIS).
In order to merge the efforts and share experiences between EU and non EU water experts, the CIS drafting group includes two representatives of the Mediterranean working group. To start collaboration, Tunisia and Egypt, as non-EU governmental members, could be the ones who represent the Med working group in the CIS drafting group.

Other links will be developed with the work to be undertaken by the Groundwater Working group.

Leaders: France (COM facilitator)

The CIS Drafting Group is led by France and Italy.
Objectives: The objective of the Med WG is to share information on definitions and possible actions in order to react on scarcity issues. Links with research activities will be organised (provides assessment, pilot studies…). 

2005 Activities:

1. A contribution of the Med group in the drafting activities is foreseen. Mediterranean specifications could be included in the document to be produced by the CIS drafting group.

The main issues to be addressed are the following:

Introduction : WFD and scarcity: concerns and gaps

Chapter I : Definitions and assessment of the different phenomena

Chapter II: Drought planning and management

Chapter III: long term imbalances in supply and demand

Conclusion: Lessons to learn

All the chapters will be dedicated to give a better understanding of scarcity issues. In each chapter experiences examples coming from the research sphere and the Mediterranean countries and other non EU countries be integrated

Contributions from the Mediterranean part will be prepared by the Med Working group and presented to the CIS drafting group via appointed representatives (Tunisia and Egypt).

2. Set up of an electronic forum for supporting sharing of information, documents, etc.

The forum will be used to prepare the contribution of the Med WG.
- To review progress and discuss the priorities, a specific Mediterranean workshop, gathering all members of the group but also other partners involved in water scarcity in the Med area will be organised.
Final output:
- Report on technical specifications and specific recommendations according to the regional conditions;
- Proceedings of the workshop.

Membership:

The Working Group includes EU water experts, representatives of non EU countries involved in water scarcity issues and stakeholders. The group is open to all active participant committed to supporting the objectives and activities through concrete contributions. Below is the list of participants to date (list initiated during the Brindisi meeting, Sept. 2004) and updated according to specific requests.
	Veronique
	BALESTRA
	Mediterranean Water Institute

	Mohamed 
	BOUFAROUA
	Tunisia, Ministry of Agriculture, Environment & water resources

	Martina
	BUSSETTINI
	Italy, National Agency for Environment Protection and Technical services

	Giorgio 
	CAPONI
	Italy, Ministry of Environment

	Thierry 
	DAVY
	France, Water Agency

	Sylvie 
	DETOC
	European Commission, EUWI

	Marzia  
	DI MARCELLO
	Italy, Ministry of Environment and Land Protection

	Tiziano 
	DRAGHETTI
	Italy, Water Protection Service, Regione Emilia-Romagna

	Mira 
	EDELSTEIN
	FoEME

	Jochen 
	FROEBRICH
	Germany, University Hannover

	Essam 
	KHALIFA
	Egypt, Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation

	Pambos 
	KRIDIOTIS
	Cyprus, Ministry, Water Development Department

	Giuseppina
	MONACELLI
	Italy, National Agency for Environment Protection and Technical services

	Giulia 
	SAGNOTTI
	Italy, Ministry of Environment and Land Protection

	Guido
	SCHMIDT
	WWF Spain

	Elisa 
	VARGAS
	REMOC / MENBO


Timeframe: report to be finalised mid- 2006.

Next Meetings:

The dates of the CIS Drafting group meetings are the following:

- February, 10, Rome

- May, 12-13, Cyprus: back-to-back the ARID Cluster workshop
Possibilities to hold the general workshop back-to-back to another Mediterranean event are being explored.
� International Workshops on Mediterranean River Basins, 22 – 24 September 2004, Brindisi, Italy For information, see website: http://viso.ei.jrc.it/prb_im/index.html
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