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Annex 1:

Organisation and tasks of Working Groups and Activities under the WFD Common Implementation Strategy in 2005/2006

	Activity sheet on water scarcity

Follow up of the drafting 
i. Introduction

In November 2003 during their meeting in Roma the water directors  recognised the necessity of  tackling the issue of the water scarcity at the light of drought events that had already occurred all over Europe. The Water Framework Directive adopted in 2000 in its article 1 tackles the issue of water  scarcity, it :

· “promotes sustainable water use based on a long term protection of available water resources

· contributes to mitigating the effects of floods and droughts

· it contributes to provision of the sufficient supply of good quality surface water and groundwater as needed for sustainable balanced and equitable water use”

Water scarcity can be understood as either water deficiency resulting from the demand being bigger than the supply or resulting from droughts or a combination of these two phenomena.
Nevertheless quantitative issues are probably less developed than quality issues in the following technical articles of the WFD. This is why as already done before for floods, it has appeared necessary to investigate the water scarcity issue. 

This concern of the Water directors has led to the creation of a working group on scarcity, led by France. This working group has met twice in 2004 and has resulted in a collaborative workshop with the research community, held in Palermo on October 8 and 9 of 2004. During the meetings the working group has identified that the scarcity issue should be treated through two phenomena leading to different actions and effects:

· drought events management

· water scarcity resulting from supply-demand imbalances

The effects of climate change on scarcity issues will also be tackled within this group

The working group has also identified that the link with research activities should be strong in order to provide definitions, assessments, and pilot studies. According to all the developments and research presented in Palermo by research team. It seems necessary to propose to integrate some representatives of the “ARID cluster” into the drafting group of the CIS. 
The EUWI, and particularly its Mediterranean component, has also tackled the scarcity issues during a recent workshop in Brindisi (September 2004) on the WFD/EUWI Joint Process. They have created a working group with representatives of non EU countries, Mediterranean stakeholders and water experts, who have already a great experience of scarcity issues. In order to merge the efforts and share experiences it is proposed to associate two representatives of the Mediterranean working group to the drafting group of the CIS (already including other non EU countries). To start the collaboration, Tunisia and Egypt, as non-EU governmental members, could be the ones who represent the Med working group in the CIS drafting group.
In order to merge all the efforts on the scarcity topic, the scarcity drafting group is expected to establish strong links with the drafting on “groundwater chemical and quantitative status” and also with specific Mediterranean Groundwater issues inside of WG2C (activity sheets 4 and 6).
ii. Objectives

The main objective of the drafting group is to provide and share information, and possible actions in order to react on scarcity issues. The drafting group will have to stress the links and potential gaps of water scarcity issues and WFD. The final output will be a report addressing different types of definitions, issues, and related actions. In order to share the first outputs and experiences of the drafting group Cyprus and the ARID cluster have proposed organise a workshop in May 2005, in Cyprus.

The main document to be produced is proposed to be divided in different chapter according to the proposal of the group and the conclusions of the Palermo workshop.

The document will mainly integrate the tentative following chapters:

Introduction : WFD and scarcity: concerns and gaps

· in which articles do  quantitative issues need to be addressed?

· what are the proposed actions?

· are there some gaps?

· links with article17 and groundwater daughter directive?

Chapter I : Definitions and assessment of the different phenomena

· drought event management

· long term imbalances in supply and demand 

Chapter II: Drought planning and management

· type of measures (demand/supply)

· organisation (awareness,….) and planning

· efficiency of proposed measures

· common principles

Chapter III: long term imbalances in supply and demand

· type of measures (demand/supply)

· efficiency of proposed measures

· common principles

Conclusion: Lessons to learn

All the chapters will be dedicated to give a better understanding of scarcity issues. In each chapter experiences examples coming from the research sphere and the Mediterranean countries and other non EU countries be integrated.

iii. PRB Component 

On a voluntary basis PRB are invited to try to treat some of the key issues identified at their regional level and to exchange experiences with the experts of the group.  The leader of the drafting group on scarcity will be in charge to make the link with the PRB leader.

iv. Organisation

The drafting group is expected to work on the two subjects (and long term). A team of three to five persons will be in charge of drafting the three chapters and of the introduction identified above. The work can be divided inside of each chapter. Once a chapter or a sub chapter will be drafted will circulate around the drafting group for remarks. When the chapters will be validated they will be compiled in the document. 

v. Expected outcomes

 At the kick off meeting of the drafting group a tentative table of contents will be presented for the proposed  chapters and sub chapters. 
vi. Detailed timetable and milestones 

To be refined after the first meeting of the drafting group

tentatively
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vii. Contact person/s

The drafting group on scarcity is proposed to be led by France and Italy. The main responsibilities of the leader will be to organize the work inside the group and to produce the documents mentioned above.

	Name
	Organisation
	E-mail

	Claire Grisez
	French ministry
	claire.grisez@ecologie.gouv.fr

	Gregory Boinel
	French ministry
	gregory.boinel@ecologie.gouv.fr

	Thierry Davy
	French water Agencies
	thierry.davy@tiscali.be

	Gorgio pineski
	Italian ministry
	pineschi.giorgio@minambiente.it


	viii. Participants

The drafting group leader will be assisted by a number of participants. Participation in the group is, in principle, open to all other members of the SCG, plus about three member of the research sphere, and about three non EU countries of the Med EUWI. However, in view of the specified tasks, the group is particularly interested in people from two different horizons: specialist of the definition and the assessment of the phenomena and practitioners in charge of the implementation and the evaluation of the measures. It is important to emphasize that the main aim is to produce a practical document. 

In order to enhance an efficient and optimal operation of the group, it is proposed to include no more between 15 to 20 persons in the drafting group. Candidates who are interested can contact the leader of the drafting group mentioned above. All the participants are supposed to take an active part to the drafting of the different chapters. Contributions from the Mediterranean part will be prepared by the Med Working group and presented to the CIS drafting group via appointed representatives (Tunisia and Egypt). 
ix. Type and intensity of work 

The group will meet around two to three times a year and the main part of the work will be done by email. The work will be shared between the members of the group. Group of 2 to three persons will be in charge of drafting the different sub chapters of the document on each selected key issue. Each draft subchapter; will circulate around the whole group for remarks. After that the leader will be in charge to compile them in one document and to present the results to the CIS boards (SCG, Water directors). Where, appropriate, the Mediterranean Working group will meet back-to-back the CIS drafting group to produce specific inputs to the general document.
x. Other issues
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