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FEASIBILITY STUDY ON THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF A REGIONAL WATER OBSERVATION MECHANISM 

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION 
Introductory note and explanations on the questionnaire for the “Diagnostic study at the regional/international level”:

Current practices of information collection and reporting processes
Background

The concept of a global observation mechanism on water and sanitation was supported and mentioned many times by the international bodies.

The final document coming from the Commission on Sustainable Development, held in April 2005 in New York, integrates key provisions to follow up the progress made towards achieving the objectives laid down by the international community. This document underlines, in particular, that: 

· « The objectives stated in the Implementation Plan of Johannesburg and the development objectives agreed upon at the international level, in particular those stated in the Declaration of the Millennium, are complementary and an integrated approach is needed; »

· « It is necessary to recognize the role - as defined in the Implementation Plan of Johannesburg - that the regional commissions and other regional and sub-regional institutions and bodies will have to play in the implementation of Action 21, in the Implementation Plan of Johannesburg and in achieving the development objectives agreed upon at the international level, including those stated in the Declaration of the Millennium; »

and recommends among other things: 

· « To support, reinforce and carry out the follow-up, the drawing up of reports and voluntary evaluations in the topics related to water, sanitation and human settlements at the national and regional levels by existing mechanisms at global level, in order to follow up the progress made with regard to sustainable development, taking into account the specific needs of the developing countries, in particular by: 
· Improving data collection at all levels;

· Strengthening the comparability of the data at regional and global levels; »
In such a context, the concept of creating a Mediterranean regional observation mechanism was first of all introduced to EMWIS Steering Committee held on 23 June 2005 in Athens.

Thereafter, in the resolutions of their last conference in Rome in November 2005, the Euro-Mediterranean Water Directors agreed on the «Study, with voluntary countries, of the objectives and the feasibility of creating, within EMWIS, a water observation mechanism in the Mediterranean, for monitoring the indicators towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals related to water and sanitation in the Mediterranean region, as well as the implementation of the « water » component of the Mediterranean Strategy on Sustainable Development, based on information coming from the National Water Information Systems whenever they exist. »
Organization of the study

The feasibility study of this observation mechanism is planned in 2 steps. The first aims at formulating a vision and main orientations which would be given to this observation mechanism, based, in particular, on: 

· A study of the expectations of the regional organizations and national partners concerned;

· An analysis of the systems for the collection and production of information existing both at the regional and national levels; 

The first results of the study will be presented to the Euromed Water Directors for approval before activating the second step of the study (meeting planned in Athens on 6-7 November 2006).

After validation of the results of step 1 by the Water Directors, the 2nd step will enable the definition of detailed proposals. During this second step, national studies in other voluntary countries of the Mediterranean region will complement the analysis of existing systems and the study of expectations while refining the overall vision. 

Organization of the national studies

An analysis of the context and expectations is planned in step 1 in a similar way in 4 pilot countries: France, Jordan, Spain, Tunisia. The overall objective of this analysis at national level is: 

· To have a synthetic vision of the organization of water data management at the national level, and of the progress made in the implementation of a possible NWIS;

· To collect the opinions and expectations of a sample of potential users with respect to a future regional water observation mechanism in the Mediterranean region.

· To analyze the main information production, reporting and dissemination processes implemented to meet the national and international needs;

Content of the International Diagnostic Study: the current questionnaire

The study at international level aims at: 

1. Analyzing the operation and the difficulties encountered by the managers of the main collection processes in the Euromed countries;

2. Emphasizing possible synergies with other organizations/information collection processes;

3. Identifying their potential expectations with respect to the water observation mechanism in the Mediterranean

The questionnaire hereafter aims at facilitating the collection of information related to above-mentioned item 1 and 2. It is divided into five main sections: 

A. Identification of the person answering to the enquiry;

B. Synthesis of the information production processes;

C. Table of the main products resulting from each process

D. What are the main difficulties encountered in the collection and processing of information? Are any new information collection processes planned?
E. What possible synergies do you see with other organization/information collection processes?
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PRELIMINARY SURVEY 

« Analysis of the information production / reporting processes » 

A / IDENTIFICATION OF THE PERSON(S) ANSWERING TO THE ENQUIRY 

	NAME : 



	FIRST NAME :


 

	POSITION : 




	NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION : 




	ACRONYM OF THE ORGANIZATION : 




	ADDRESS : 




	ZIP CODE : 



	CITY: 




	TELEPHONE    : 



	FAX: 




	E-MAIL : 




	WEBSITE: 





B / SYNTHESIS OF THE INFORMATION PRODUCTION / REPORTING PROCESSES

	ID

Nr.
	Name of the process 
	Legislative background and plan organizing the process
	End-user organization 
	Organization in charge of the production/reporting process

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	


Various comments

	


C. Products resulting by the process n° ?? : 

	Enhancement
	Access to basic information
	Comments

(difficulties, wishes, etc.)

	Nature of the synthetic information produced

 (indicators, maps, etc.) 


	Author of the synthetic product 
	Objective / Targeted Public / Production and dissemination process 
	Information sources used (producer organizations)
	Process used for gathering basic information
	Common language

(yes/no)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


C. Products resulting by the process n° ?? :

	Enhancement 
	Access to basic information
	Comments

(difficulties, wishes, etc.)

	Nature of the synthetic information produced

 (indicators, maps, etc.) 


	Author of the synthetic product
	Objective / Targeted Public / Production and dissemination process 
	Information sources used (producer organizations)
	Process used for gathering basic information
	Common language

(yes/no)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


D. WHAT ARE THE MAIN DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED IN THE COLLECTION AND PROCESSING OF INFORMATION? 


(Missing information, Problems of homogeneity of the received information etc.)


ARE YOU PLANNING ANY NEW INITIATIVES CONCERNING INFORMATION COLLECTION?
E - WHAT POSSIBLE SYNERGIES DO YOU SEE WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS/INFORMATION COLLECTION PROCESSES?

F - OTHER COMMENTS OR USEFUL INFORMATION

ENQUIRY TO BE SENT BACK BEFORE Sept X 2006

TO
Mr. Interwies E-mail : Interwies@gmx.de
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