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النظام المعلوماتي         
الأورومتوسطي للمعرفة   

في مجال المياه    
Reminder on the Med Joint Process working groups on 

drought and water monitoring
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Action Plan 2009-2012
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EMWIS Development of topical activities
4 studies carried out (2004-2006)

EU Water Framework Directive
Use of non-conventional water resources
Irrigation water management
Integrated water management at local level 

Some working groups activities initiated with the Med 
Joint Process Water Framework Directive and EUWI:

Drought and water scarcity
Waste water Reuse
Water Monitoring



4-Unité Technique du SEMIDE / EMWIS Technical Unit 1-Jul-08

Joint Process WGs objectives

Facilitating the integration of the WFD principles in partner 
countries’ water related policies.
Producing recommendations for preparing national and local 
activities for the implementation of sound water policies.

Joint Process Phase 1 (2004-2006)
Joint Process phase 2 (2007-2009)
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Water Scarcity and Droughts
MOR/MENBO/COM/EMWIS/FR 

Waste Water Reuse
COM/MT/EMWIS

Groundwater management
COM/GR

Agriculture & Rural Developt
COM

MED-EUWI / WFD WGs
Validated at last Euromed

water directors meeting

Shared water Resources managt
GWPMed

Water monitoring
EMWIS

EMWIS WGs

Extreme phenomena
Drought & Flood

Non conventional water
Water reuse & Desalinisation

Sanitation & domestic
pollution

Participative Approach

Information Systems 

Working groups 
EMWIS vs Joint Process
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Working groups 
Country representatives

FR GR IT SP

Water 
monitoring 
networks

xx
Waste water 
reuse

Water 
scarcity & 
drought

TRTNSYPSMAMTLBJOILEGCYDZWorking 
groups

+Experts (organisations, universities, etc) + EU institutions representatives

=> EMWIS Steering Committee members have been asked to nominate 
experts in relevant working groups (WS & D + WWR) 
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Water scarcity and drought (JP): 
http://www.emwis.net/topics/WaterScarcity

It is one of the three thematic groups launched for the Phase I (2004-2006) in the 
framework of the Mediterranean Joint Process between the WFD and the MED-EUWI.

This group is strongly interfaced with the Drafting Group set up by the EU Water 
Directors in the Framework of the 2005-2006 work programme of the Common 
Implementation Strategy (CIS). 

At the Euromed water directors meeting held in Athens in November 2006, it was
decided to include this theme for the second phase of the Med Joint Process.

The overall objective of the Med WG is to share information on definitions and 
possible actions in order to react on scarcity issues.  For the 2nd phase, the objective is 
to have an overview of the magnitude of the problem of water scarcity and droughts in 
the Mediterranean, particularly an assessment of their impacts, and exchange 
information on possible alternatives of water use that contribute to its saving and could 
be applied by different types of users.

The final report of this WG will be edited before the end of June.
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WS & D WG 
Members



9-Unité Technique du SEMIDE / EMWIS Technical Unit 1-Jul-08

Waste water reuse (JP): http://www.emwis.net/topics/WaterReuse

The waste water reuse working group is part of the Mediterranean Joint Process Phase 
II, a collaboration between the Mediterranean component of the EU Water Initiative 
and the Common Implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD).

The final report of this WG was presented during the Water directors conference held 
in Athens in November 2007.
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WWR WG Members
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Water Monitoring (JP): http://www.semide.net/topics/watmon

In 2005 EMWIS conducted a survey on the value of some concepts of the European 
Union (EU) Water Framework Directive (WFD) for Mediterranean partner countries 
(MPC). Water Directors as well as basin organisations were surveyed. The two first 
concepts of interest are the characterization of basins and the monitoring activities. 
This underlines strong willingness and needs in terms of acquiring a better knowledge 
on river basins within MPC.  That preliminary step is crucial before ongoing the 
works of planning. Generally, this survey shows a lack of awareness on WFD by 
MPC, but also a strong interest on the follow up of its implementation in EU Member 
States. 

At the Euro-Med Water Directors meeting held in Athens in November 2006, 
countries expressed an interest to launch a working group on ‘Water Monitoring’ in 
the framework of the JP phase II. EMWIS has the leadership of this working group.

The focus of the activity is on groundwater monitoring and esp. quantitative aspects, 
while quality monitoring will also be considered. Monitoring of surface and coastal 
waters will also be part of the activity, in case it is linked to groundwater management 
& monitoring.
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WM WG Members

Need of experts in 
Quality as well as 
Quantity aspects

Water 
Quality

Water 
Quantity

Survey of existing water 
monitoring networks in 
MPC

Quality and quantity  
Review of EU WFD 
monitoring guidelines
Recommendations on 
potential improvements
Collection of metadata
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Water Monitoring (JP): http://www.semide.net/topics/watmon

Timeframe:

Inception meeting 3 July 2007, Madrid
Mandate validated by EuroMed Water Directors December 2007
Final report September 2008
Regional Workshop (exchange of information): timing to be 

clarified; linked to 
an other event 
focusing on 
monitoring (under 
WISE contract 
activities)


