Distinguished Guests,
As being the regional director of DSI 14. Regional directorate, for myself and for my organization, I would like express my sincere welcome to all of you. I am honored to be host the distinguished foreign guests like you who gathered here in Istanbul Turkey for the 7th Coordination meeting of the Euro-Mediterranean Information System on know-how in the Water Sector, EMWIS.

As always know, water is the most necessary and important element for economic and social development.  Rapid increase in world’s population in parallel with the increase in water needs for agriculture, irrigation, domestic and industry causes an increase in demand for the fresh water resources. Even though the fresh water resources on earth is limited, the continued growth of world’s population and its water needs require greater importance for using  techniques and supporting services on water information systems for the better development and management of water resources.
State Hydraulic Works (DSI) which was established for benefiting from Turkey’s surface and groundwater systems in various ways, preventing from the damages which may be caused by floods, serves four main sectors; agriculture, energy, services, and environment.  With this understanding and goal DSI has been continuously improve its services. 
The General Directorate of State Hydraulic Works (DSI), a legal entity with supplementary budget, is the principal executive state organization responsible for planning, developing and managing the nation’s overall water resources. According to the Laws No: 6200, DSI is main executive organization carry out all kind of surveys, project and construction of dam, flood control facilities, reclamation of swamp and wetland, generation of hydroelectric power, rehabilitation of river subjects, and execution of the duties of operation, maintenance, and repair facilities. According to Law 167 DSI conducts surveys concerning groundwater investigation, drill deep wells or have them drilled, transfer or lease deep wells, protect and record groundwater, grant licenses for surveys, and according Law No 1053, DSİ  construct transmission lines, water treatment plants and water storage facilities for all the settlement areas formed their Municipalities.

Primary of the General Directorate of State hydraulic Works on the development, protection and management of water resources is to become a world leader.  For this purpose:

· Research and development studies and advanced technologies will be improved and used on water resources.

· Integrated water resources management will be realized.

As being the primary executive state organization, studies on the establishment of water data base has started in DSI. Considerable progress has been realized in this study and it will be in service soon.

For the past two decades, usage of Geographical Information Systems and similar programs caused to take huge steps on information communication technologies and studies started for using internet/intranet connections for all kind of application of public and private organizations in nations for accessing information rapidly.  In order to take its place among the developed nations, it is also inevitable for Turkey to transfer its system to e-government.  DSİ also has taken considerable progress in e-dsi.

Besides the being the leading public organization in Turkey all the time, the goal of DSI is also become leading organization of the world’s public water organizations and with these studies it has taken great progress for this goal.
With this feelings and ideas, I would like to thank for the coordinators who spent an effort for the realization of the EMWIS Coordination Seminar. I wish the seminar will be beneficial to you. Best regards. 
