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Law 3199/2003: Transposition of the WFD

Radical reorientation of the respective administrative 
capacities in Greece: identification of 13 Regional 
Water Directorates supervised by the Central Water 
Agency
Integration of the public participation requirements 
of the WFD
Innovative and holistic approach concerning water 
management that recognizes explicitly the ecological 
function of water
Management of water on the basis of river basins
Emphasis on the water pricing and incorporation of 
the polluter pays principle
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Main Challenges/Problems

The achievement of the WFD objectives, 
adjusted to the particularities of the Greek 
region
Limited public awareness on water issues
Lack of sufficient qualitative & economic data 
The complicated geological structure & 
overexploitation of groundwater
Practical and technical issues requiring 
further scientific elaboration



National Strategy for the management of       

Water Resources (NSWR)

Integrated approach for water management: 
Development of Management Plans on river basin level 
including transboundary water courses, based on 
water quality and quantity considerations and the 
interaction between surface and ground waters
Upgrading and expansion of infrastructure
Incorporation of socio-economic considerations in 
water management
Preventive and remedial Measures: Protection of the 
aquatic environment of the country and promotion of 
remedial measures, where required


