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The 21 Mediterranean countries and the European Community adopted  , at the 14th Conference of the Parties to Barcelona Convention , in line with WSSD , a framework  Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD). The strategy purpose is to adapt international commitments such as MDG and JPA  to regional conditions, to guide national sustainable development strategies and to initiate a dynamic partnership between countries at different levels of development.

The strategy takes into account recent developments in regional cooperation, with particular reference to the Mediterranean Action Plan, the Euro-Mediterranean partnership , the Arab Initiative for Sustainable Development and the EU Sustainable Development Strategy.

The water sector is one of the seven   priority issues addressed by the MSSD. It promote specifically for a “ better management of water resources and demand” .The water sector is, in addition, addressed under “ sustainable agriculture and rural development “ , “sustainable urban development” and “sustainable management of sea , coastal areas and marine resources” priority  issues.

